
“We exist today -- we flourish today -- not because of what we know

we are, or what we know we can do, but because of what the

grassroots of our country believes we are and believes we can do...

the American people believe that Marines are downright good for the

country; that the Marines are masters of a form of alchemy which

converts unoriented youths into proud, self-reliant, stable citizens --

citizens into whose hands the nation’s affairs may be

safely entrusted...”

- LtGen. Victor H. Krulak
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Since World War II, in nearly every crisis, the United States Marine Corps

has deployed projection forces,  with the ability to move ashore with sufficient

sustainability for prolonged operations.  These forces have been organized into

Marine Air Ground Task Forces (MAGTF) — a combination of air, ground, and

support assets.

MAGTFs are estab-

lished for specific missions,

or in anticipation of a wide

range of possible missions.

Combining air, ground, and

logistic assets maximizes the

combat power of each of the

war fighting elements.

MAGTFs have long

provided the United States

with a broad spectrum of

response options when U.S.

and allied interests have

been threatened and in

noncombat situations which require instant response to crisis. Selective, timely and

credible commitment of air-ground units have, on many occasions, helped bring

stability to a region and sent signals worldwide to aggressors that the United States

is not only willing to defend its

interests, but able to do so

with a significantly powerful

force on extremely short

notice.

The Marine Expedition-

ary Unit (MEU) is the smallest

of the MAGTFs. Together with

its Navy brethren, they serve

as the nation’s forward

deployed, quick-response

team, capable of accomplishing

numerous missions around the

globe.

The MEU, directed by a

single commander, is comprised of approximately 2,200 Marines and Sailors.  The

MEU is embarked aboard three ships configured as an amphibious ready group

(ARG), which is commanded by an amphibious squadron (PHIBRON).
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The 11th MEU, working with PHIBRON-5 and the USS Belleau ARG comprises

one such Navy/Marine Corps team. They are one of the three West Coast based

ARG/MEUs from Camp Pendleton and San Diego, Calif. These units are routinely

rotated through the Western Pacific/Southwest Asia region for six months at a time.

The MEU’s major elements are the Command Element (CE), the Ground Combat

Element (GCE), the Aviation Combat Element (ACE), and the Combat Service Support

Element (CSSE).

The CE is comprised of the

commanding officer and supporting

staff. It provides the command and

coordination essential for effective

planning and execution of operations.

In addition, the MEU CE is reinforced

with specialized detachments, such as

reconnaissance and surveillance

elements, radio reconnaissance and

electronic countermeasure teams,

intelligence and counterintelligence

assets, and long range communications.

The GCE for a MEU is the Battalion Landing Team. Based on the infantry

battalion, the BLT is reinforced with an artillery battery, amphibious assault vehicle

platoon, combat engineer platoon, light armored reconnaissance company, an M1A1

Main Battle Tank platoon and a reconnaissance platoon.

The ACE pro-

vides air support. Its

composition is based

on the tactical situa-

tion, the MAGTF’s

mission and size, and

space limitations within

the ARG. For the 11th

MEU (SOC), the ACE is

a reinforced medium

helicopter squadron

comprised of CH-53E

Super Stallion, CH-46E

Sea Knight, UH-1N

Huey and AH-1W

Super Cobra helicop-

ters. The ACE also has

two KC-130 transport planes on standby at Marine Corps Air Station Miramar, Calif.

The ACE includes an air traffic control, aircraft maintenance/support and aviation

logistics/supply capability.

The final major element of the MEU is the CSSE. Relatively small in numbers,

usually with less than 300 Marines and Sailors, a MEU Service Support Group

provides combat support, specifically: supply; maintenance; transportation;

explosive ordnance disposal; military police; water production and distribution;
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engineering; medical and dental services; fuel storage and distribution; and

other services to the deployed MEU.

The air-ground task force concept is designed to thoroughly exploit the combat

power inherent in air and ground assets by closely integrating them into a single

force. The MEU brings what it needs to sustain itself from the sea for the rapid

accomplishment of the mission or to pave the way for follow-on forces. The size and

composition of the MEU make it well suited for amphibious operations; security

operations; noncombatant evacuation of civilians threatened by, or suffering from

violence and special operations.

Prior to deployment, each MEU is thoroughly trained in 23 unique capabilities,

ranging from humanitarian assistance to traditional amphibious assaults and

maritime special operations capable missions.

The MEU is not a special operations force by definition, nor does the Marine

Corps provide forces with the primary mission of special operations.  MEUs are

forward deployed in “hot spots” around the world and are able to perform many

missions in addition to

conventional military

fighting. An enhance-

ment of individual and

unit capabilities is

reflected by the

designation Special

Operations Capable

(SOC).
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Amphibious Operations

* Amphibious Assault
* Amphibious Raid
* Amphibious Demonstration
* Amphibious Withdrawal

Maritime Special Operations
*Direct Action

- Visit, Board, Search and Seizure Operations (VBSS)
* Tactical Recovery of Aircraft and Personnel (TRAP)

Military Operations Other Than War
* Peace Operations

- Peacekeeping
- Peace Enforcement

* Noncombatant Evacuation Operations (NEO)
* Humanitarian Assistance/Disaster Relief

Supporting Operations

* Rapid Response Planning
* Terminal Guidance Operations
* Enhanced Urban Operations
* Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance

- Reconnaissance and Surveillance
- Counter Intelligance
- Signals Intelligence

* Fire Support Planning, Coordination, Control in a
Joint/Combined Environment

* Provide Command, Control, Communications, Computers
* Airfield/Port Seizure
* Limited Expeditionary Airfield Operations
* Security Operations
* Enabling Operations

- Joint Task Force Enabler
- Chemical Biological Assessment
- Maritime Preposition Force Enabler
- Follow-on-Force Enabler
- Special Operations Force Enabler

* Employ Non-lethal Weapons
* Tactical Deception
* Information Operations

- Electronic Warfare

* Anti-terrorism

Marine Expeditionary Unit

(Special Operations Capabable)

Capabilities

4



Command Element

11th Marine Expeditionary Unit

Col. Anthony M. Haslam

Commanding Officer

11th Marine Expeditionary Unit

Organizational Table

Ground Combat Element

Battalion Landing Team 3/1

LtCol. Lewis A. Craparotta

Commanding Officer

Combat Service Support Element

MEU Service Support Group - 11

LtCol. David M. Kluegel

Commanding Officer

Aviation Combat Element

HMM  - 166 (REIN)

LtCol. Elvis F. Vasquez

Commanding Officer

Infantry Battalion

Artillery Battery

LAR Company (-)

AAV Platoon

Combat Engineer Platoon

Reconnaissance Platoon

Tank Platoon

Headquarters Detachment

Transportation Support Detachment

Supply Detachment

Maintenance Detachment

Engineer Support Detachment

Medical  Detachment

Military Police Detachment

Communications Detachment

12 CH-46 Sea Knights

4 CH-53E Super Stallions

3 UH-1N Hueys

4 AH-1W Super Cobras

6  AV-8BII Harriers

2 KC-130 Hercules (CONUS)
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11th Marine Expeditionary Unit History
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The 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU), originally designated

the 17th Marine Amphibious Unit (MAU), formed at Camp Pendleton,

California, on April 13, 1979.

The MAU was created to plan and participate in large-scale am-

phibious training exercises. In its early days, the unit also fulfilled require-

ments for a west-coast based MAU to respond to contingencies, but was

normally activated and deactivated based largely upon scheduled amphibious

landing exercises directed by the Commander, Third Fleet. During this time,

the billet of MAU Commanding Officer alternated between Regimental and

Aircraft Group Commanders who filled the billet in six-month increments as

a secondary duty during their tenures in command.

In 1983 the Marine Corps directed a change that resulted in the first

renaming of the 17th MAU. The decision was made to “source” the continu-

ously deployed Western Pacific (WESTPAC) MAUs from I Marine Am-

phibious Force units in Southern California. Previously, these units came

from the 1st Marine Brigade in Hawaii. This resulted in renaming  the 17th

MAU to 11th MAU on July 20, 1984.

A second name change took place on February 5, 1988, when the

Marine Corps more clearly defined the multiple capabilities of its Marine Air-

Ground Task Forces. “Amphibious” was changed to “Expeditionary,” and the

unit was given its current designation - the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit.

While the unit’s designation has changed, the mission of the 11th

MEU has remained largely unchanged. The MEU is an expeditionary

intervention force with the ability to move quickly on short notice, to wher-

ever needed to accomplish conventional

or special operations. The strength of

the MEU (Special Operations Capable)

resides in the inherent combined arms

capability while operating from for-

ward-deployed amphibious shipping.

In order to accomplish this mission,

the MEU’s continually train to maintain

the required combat readiness, while

simultaneously fulfilling worldwide

training and contingency commitments.

The 11th MEU has completed several

major deployments to the Western

Pacific, Indian Ocean, and Arabian

Gulf. It has participated in numerous

training exercises/operations from the

coast of California to the shores of
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Somalia, and as far inland as Bujumbura, Burundi, in Central Africa.

During its 1998 deployment, the 11th MEU conducted Operation

Safe Departure. This was a

Noncombatant Evacuation

Operation, which took place in

Asmara, Eritrea, on June 6, 1998.

The evacuation of noncombatant

civilians and third-world nationals

was conducted as a precaution-

ary measure to ensure their

safety in the midst of a heated

border dispute between Eritrea

and Ethiopia. All total, 172 persons, to include 105 Americans, were safely

evacuated to Amman, Jordan, via KC-130 aerial transport.

During its 1999 deployment, the 11th MEU supported Operation

Stabilise in East Timor from Oct. 25, 1999 - Nov. 27, 1999. The MEU was

called on to provide support to International Forces, East Timor

(INTERFET) delivering more than 1.5 million pounds of food and supplies to

the Australian-led peacekeeping forces and East Timorese.

Most recently the 11th MEU (SOC) returned to East Timor to

support the Pacific Command’s (USCINCPAC) presence mission by

conducting humanitarian and civic action programs from April 9 – 11, 2001.

In coordination with United States

Support Group East Timor and the

United Nations Transitional Administra-

tion East Timor, 11th MEU activities

were in support of East Timor’s transi-

tion to self-government.

Unit awards include the National

Defense Service Medal, Southwest

Asia Service Medal with three stars

awarded for participation in Operations

Desert Shield/Desert Storm, the Joint Meritorious Unit Award for participa-

tion in Joint Task Force Provide Relief, two Armed Forces Expeditionary

Medal, two Marine Corps Expeditionary Medals for Operations Distant

Runner and Safe Departure, two Meritorious Unit Commendations — one

for participation in Operations Restore Hope/Continue Hope and the other

for participation in Exercise Kernel Potlach 87-1, and the Coast Guard

Meritorious Unit Commendation awarded for a search and rescue mission on

14 and 15 May 1999 during its Special Operations Capable Certification

Exercise.



11TH MARINE EXPEDITIONARY UNIT

Commanding Officer
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Colonel Anthony M. Haslam is a native of Brooklyn,
New York.  He was commissioned a second lieutenant after
graduation from Plattsburgh State University in May 1978.  He
graduated from the Basic School and was designated a Naval
Aviator in November 1980.  Assigned to further flight training
with HMT-301 at Marine Corps Air Station, Tustin, California,
Colonel Haslam received his designation as a CH-46 pilot.

After initial CH-46 training, Colonel Haslam was
assigned to Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 262, Marine
Corps Air Station, Kaneohe, Hawaii.  While assigned to HMM-
262, he worked in both the Operations and Maintenance
Departments and made two deployments to the Western Pacific
with the 31st Marine Amphibious Unit (MAU) onboard the USS
Okinawa (LPH-3) and USS Belleau Wood (LHA-3).  In April 1984, Colonel Haslam was
transferred to Training Squadron Six (VT-6), Naval Air Station, Whiting Field, Milton, Florida
where he served as the Standardization Officer and Flight Instructor in the T-34C.  At the
completion of his tour, Colonel Haslam attended the Army Aviation Officer Advance
Combined Course at Ft Rucker, Alabama.

In August 1987, Colonel Haslam was transferred to Marine Aircraft Group 24,
Marine Corps Air Station, Kaneohe, Hawaii where he was assigned as the Aircraft Mainte-
nance Officer of Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 262.  While assigned to HMM-262, he
made several deployments to the Western Pacific, Okinawa, and the Republic of the Philip-
pines, where the squadron was assigned as the Air Combat Element for the Marine Air
Ground Task Force MAGTF 4-90.  In August 1991, Colonel Haslam was transferred to
Commander Naval Air Forces Atlantic Fleet, Naval Air Station, Norfolk, Virginia, where he
served as the Class Desk Officer for all rotary wing aircraft in the Atlantic Fleet.    At the
completion of his tour, Colonel Haslam was selected to attend the United States Marine
Corps Command and Staff College in Quantico, Virginia, graduating in June 1995.

In August 1995, Colonel Haslam was transferred to Marine Aircraft Group 16,
Third Marine Aircraft Wing, El Toro, California, where he served as the Assistant Operations
Officer, In July 1996, Colonel Haslam was assigned as the Commanding Officer Marine
Medium Helicopter Squadron 161.  During his tour, the squadron was assigned to the 15th
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) as the Air Combat Element and deployed aboard the USS
Boxer (LHD-4) to Southwest Asia and Africa.  At the completion of his tour, Colonel Haslam
was selected for top-level school and attended the Naval War College in Newport, Rhode
Island where he earned a Masters Degree in National Security Strategy.

In June 1999, Colonel Haslam was transferred to Headquarters United States
Central Command, Tampa, Florida where he was assigned to the J-5 Directorate and per-
formed the duties as Arms Control Branch Chief and J-5 Policy Division Chief.  In June 2001,
Colonel Haslam was transferred to 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, Okinawa, Japan where he
served as COMMARFORPAC’s executive member on the Combined Forces Air Component
Command Combined Targeting Board, 7th Air Force, Osan, Korea.  During his tour in
Okinawa, he was assigned as the Marine Detachment Commander for Operation Noble Eagle,
Anderson Air Force Base, Guam.

His personal decorations include the Defense Superior Service Medal, Meritorious
Service Medal, Navy & Marine Corps Commendation Medal (w/Gold Star), and Navy &
Marine Corps Achievement Medal.



BATTALION LANDING TEAM 3/1

Commanding Officer
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Lieutenant Colonel Lewis A. Craparotta is a native of
South Windsor, Connecticut.  He graduated from the University of
Vermont in December 1982 with a Bachelors Degree in Political
Science.  He was commissioned on 23 May 1983.  In May 1984,
following graduation from The Basic School and the Infantry
Officer Course, he was assigned to 1st Battalion, 7th Marines, 1st

Marine Division.  During his initial tour, he served as Platoon
Commander, 81mm Mortar Platoon and Executive Officer for
Bravo Company.  Lieutenant Craparotta deployed to Okinawa as
part of the Unit Deployment Program and also attended the Aerial
Observer Course at Marine Corps Air Station New River, N.C.

In October of 1986, he was transferred to Quantico for
duty at The Basic School.  While at The Basic School, he served as a tactics instructor from
November 1986 until April 1988 and then as an instructor at the Infantry Officer Course
from May 1988 until July 1990.  During this tour, he was promoted to Captain and
attended the United States Army Airborne School.

In August of 1990, he was transferred to attend Amphibious Warfare School.
Following graduation from AWS, he was assigned for duty as an advisor to the Royal Saudi
Marines and served in this capacity in Jubail, Saudi Arabia from July 1991 until July 1992.
         Following completion of this tour, he was again assigned to 1st Marine Division.
Captain Craparotta commanded Weapons Company, 1

st
 Battalion, 9th Marines.  While in

command of Weapons Company, he deployed to WestPac and participated in operations in
Somalia between October 1993 and February 1994 with the 13th Marine Expeditionary
Unit.  Upon return from deployment in March of 1994, he served as Operations Officer 1st
Battalion, 9th Marines, Executive Officer 1

st
 Battalion, 1st Marines, and S-4 Officer for the

1st Marine Regiment.  He was promoted to Major in October of 1994.
In May of 1995, he was assigned to Fort Leavenworth Kansas to attend the U. S.

Army Command and General Staff College.  Following graduation from the Army Command
and General Staff College and attendance at the Armed Forces Staff College, Major
Craparotta was assigned to Headquarters, Special Operations Command Europe (SOCEUR)
in Stuttgart, Germany from September of 1996 until June of 1999.  During this tour, he
served in the J-3 Operations Directorate and participated in several operations to include
Assured Lift, Guardian Retrieval, Joint Guard/Joint Forge, Autumn Shelter, and Allied
Force.  He also served as the SOCEUR representative on the assessment team for the U. S.
State Department’s African Crisis Response Initiative (ACRI).

In June of 1999, he was assigned to 1st Marine Division for his third tour arriving
in July of 1999, he assumed duty as Deputy AC/S G-7, Division Inspector.  He was
promoted to Lieutenant Colonel on 1 January 2000 and in September 2000, was reassigned
as Regimental Executive Officer, 1st Marines.  He assumed command of 3rd Battalion, 1st

Marines on 12 April 2001.
Lieutenant Colonel Craparotta’s personal decorations include the Defense

Meritorious Service Medal, the Joint Service Commendation Medal, the Navy and Marine
Corps Commendation Medal with three gold stars, and the Joint Service Achievement

Medal.



Marine Medium Helicopter

Squadron 166

Commanding Officer
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Lieutenant Colonel Elvis Francisco Vasquez was

born in 1962 in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic.  He grew
up in New York City and attended Georgetown University in
Washington, D.C.  Following graduation in 1984, he was
commissioned a Second Lieutenant through the Platoon Leaders
Class program.  After completing course 8-84 at The Basic
School in Quantico, Virginia, he attended the Disbursing Officer
Course at Camp Johnson, North Carolina, and subsequently
served as a Deputy Disbursing Officer, Det A, 1st FSSG,
Twentynine Palms, California.
                In 1986 he was promoted to First Lieutenant and
began Aviation Indoctrination.  He underwent fixed-wing
training in Corpus Christi, Texas, and rotary-wing training in Pensacola, Florida. Designated
a Naval Aviator in 1988, he transferred to HMT-204, MCAS New River, North Carolina,
for training as a CH-46E pilot.  In October 1988 he was assigned to HMM-365 at New
River where he held various billets in the S-1 and deployed to the Mediterranean with the
24th MEU (SOC).  Promoted to Captain in 1989, he continued in the S-1, then assumed the
duties as the squadron logistics officer in May 1990.  That August, he again deployed with
HMM-365 and the 4th MEB, to Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm.  In December
1990 he assumed the duty of Assistant Operations Officer.  In June 1991, he was reassigned
to HMT-204, MCAS New River, where he was the NATOPS Officer and Director of
Safety and Standardization.  In 1993, he was assigned to HMX-1 in Quantico, Virginia,
where he was the S-3A and Officer-in-Charge of the Airframes Division.  Promoted to
Major in 1995, he was designated a White House Helicopter Aircraft Commander in the
VH-3D and VH-60N helicopters. The following year he was assigned as the Officer-in-
Charge of the Executive Alert Facility in Washington, D.C.

In 1997, he was selected to attend Marine Corps University.  In 1999, after
completing two programs of study, he was ordered to Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps,
where he served as speechwriter to the 32nd Commandant.  Promoted to Lieutenant Colonel
in 2000, he assumed his current billet as Executive Officer, HMM-166, MCAS Miramar,
California, in June 2001.

Lieutenant Colonel Vasquez is a graduate of the Amphibious Warfare School,
Command and Staff College, School of Advanced Warfighting, and Air War College (nonresi-
dent).  He holds a Master in Military Studies from Marine Corps University and a Master
of Science in Business Administration from Boston University.  His decorations include the
Meritorious Service Medal, the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal, the Navy
and Marine Corps Achievement Medal, the Combat Action Ribbon, and the Presidential

Service Badge.



MEU SERVICE SUPPORT GROUP 11

Commanding Officer
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Lieutenant Colonel David M. Kluegel was born in

St. Louis, Missouri on 10 November 1958.  He was a National
Merit Scholar at the University of Missouri, Columbia, and was
commissioned a Second Lieutenant of Marines through the
NROTC Program in May 1981.  In December 1988 he com-
pleted a Master of Business Administration degree through the

Florida Institute of Technology.

Lieutenant Colonel Kluegel’s military education
includes completion of The Basic Officer’s Course; Ground
Supply Officer’s Course; Amphibious Warfare School; Ad-
vanced Logistics Officer’s Course; WTI Commander’s Course;
Marine Corps Command and Staff College; and the Joint Staff
Officer’s Course at the Armed Forces Staff College.

From March 1982 to May 1985 Lieutenant Colonel Kluegel was assigned to the
1st Marine Brigade, serving for 3 months in the Brigade Service Support Group;  2 months
on the 3d Marines regimental staff; and 33 months as a member of the 1st Battalion, 3d
Marines/Battalion Landing Team 1/3.  Duties while assigned to the 1st Battalion, 3d
Marines included 27 months as the Service Platoon Commander/Battalion Supply Officer/
Fiscal Officer, and 6 months as the Assistant Logistics Officer.  BLT 1/3 participated in two
six-month Western Pacific deployments during this time.

From June 1985 through September 1988 Lieutenant Colonel Kluegel served as
the Headquarters Marine Corps Liaison Officer for Weapons and Equipment Research,
Development, and Acquisition at the U.S. Army Armament, Munitions and Chemical
Command (AMCCOM) at Rock Island, Illinois.  He also served as the AMCCOM Project
Manager for the development and fielding of the M240E1 7.62mm Machinegun for the
USMC Light Armored Vehicle program.

From October 1988 through August 1991 Lieutenant Colonel Kluegel was
assigned to the instructional staff of the Marine Corps Ground Supply School at Camp
Lejeune, North Carolina.  During that period he served as the Officer in Charge of an
instruction team, as the Supply School Operations Officer, and as the Officer in Charge of
the Instructional Section, Supply School Company.

In September 1991 Lieutenant Colonel Kluegel transferred to 2d Supply Battal-
ion, 2d Force Service Support Group and served as the Officer in Charge of the Customer
Service Section of the SASSY Management Unit until June 1992.  He later served as the
Officer in Charge of the Deployment Support Unit, 2d Force Service Support Group from
July 1992 until June 1993.

From July 1993 through June 1997 Lieutenant Colonel Kluegel served as the
Commanding Officer of Combat Service Support Detachment 16, 1st Force Service Support
Group at the Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, Arizona.

Following graduation from the Marine Corps Command and Staff College in June
1998, Lieutenant Colonel Kluegel served from July 1998 through June 2001 on the staff of
the U.S. European Command in Stuttgart, Germany.

Lieutenant Colonel Kluegel’s personal awards include the Defense Meritorious
Service Medal, Joint Service Commendation Medal, Navy Commendation Medal with two

Gold Stars, and the Joint Service Achievement Medal.



� Personnel
— 2,100 Marines
— 100 Sailors

� Ground Forces Equipment
— 16 Light Armored Vehicles (LAV)
— 8  81mm Mortars
— 8 Tube-launched, Optically sighted,

Wire-guided, anti-armor missile
launchers (TOW)

— 8  Javelin Anti-armor Missile Launchers
— 14 Assault Amphibian Vehicles (AAV)
— 6  155mm Howitzers
— 4  M-1A1 Main Battle Tanks

� Aircraft
— 12 CH-46E Medium Lift
          Assault Helicopters
— 4 CH-53E Heavy Lift Assault

Transport Helicopters
— 3 UH-1N Utility Helicopters
— 4 AH-1W Attack Helicopters
— 6 AV-8BII Harriers
— 2 KC-130 Refueler/transport Aircraft (On call in CONUS)

� Support Equipment
— 5-ton Trucks
— Bulldozers
— Water Purification Units
— Refuelers

Personnel, Weapons and Equipment

of the

11th Marine Expeditionary Unit
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Weapons

and

Equipment
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M-9 Pistol

M-16A2 5.56mm Rifle
SPECIFICATIONS

Max Effective

Range:

Length:

Weight:

Magazine

Capacity:

Muzzle

Velocity:

The M-16A2 5.56mm

rifle is a lightweight, air-

cooled, gas-operated,

magazine-fed, shoulder- or

hip-fired weapon made by

Colt Manufacturing and

Fabrique Nationale

Manufacturing Inc. It

replaces the M-16A1 rifle.

The weapon is

designed for either

automatic fire (3-round

The M-9 is a light-

weight, semiautomatic

pistol manufactured by

Beretta and designed to

replace the M-1911A1 .45

caliber pistol and .38

caliber revolvers.

The M-9 has several

safety features. It can be

fired in either double or

single action mode and

can be unloaded without

activating the trigger while

the safety is in the “on”

position.

The M-9 pistol has a

15-round magazine, and

may be fired without a

magazine inserted. This

weapon can have the

hammer lowered from the

cocked, “ready to fire,”

position to the uncocked

position without activating

the trigger by placing the

thumb safety on the “on”

position.

Max Effective

Range:

Length:

Weight:

Magazine

capacity:

Muzzle

Velocity:

bursts) or semiautomatic

fire (single shot) through

the use of a selector lever.

The bottom of the

trigger guard opens to

provide access to the

trigger while wearing

winter gloves.

The upper receiver/

barrel assembly has a fully

adjustable rear sight and a

compensator which helps

keep the muzzle stable

during firing.

The steel bolt group

and barrel extension are

designed with locking lugs

which lock the bolt group

to the barrel extension

allowing the rifle to have a

lightweight aluminum

receiver.

50 meters

5.51 inches

2.55 pounds

15 rounds

365 meters/

sec.

SPECIFICATIONS

800 meters

39.63 inches

8.79 pounds

30 rounds

853 meters/

sec.
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The M-203 40mm

Grenade Launcher is used

while attached to an M-

16A2 5.56mm rifle. It is a

lightweight, compact,

breech loading, pump

action, single shot

launcher.

The launcher

M-203 40mm Grenade Launcher

SPECIFICATIONS

consists of a

hand guard

and sight

assembly with

an adjustable

metallic

folding, short-

range blade

sight assem-

bly, and an

aluminum receiver assem-

bly which houses the

barrel latch, barrel stop

and firing mechanism.

It is capable of firing

a variety of low velocity

40mm ammunition.

The M-203 also has a

quadrant sight which may

Max Effective

Range:

Minimum Safe

Range:

Length:

Weight:

Magazine

Capacity:

be attached to the M16A2

carrying handle and is

used when precision is

required out to the

maximum effective range

of the weapon.

M-249 Squad Automatic Weapon
The Squad Auto-

matic Weapon (SAW), or

5.56mm M-249 is an

individually portable, gas

operated, magazine or

disintegrating metallic link-

belt fed, light machine gun

with quick change barrel

feature.

The SAW forms the

basis of firepower for the

fire team. The gunner has

the option of using 30-

round M-16 magazines or

linked ammunition from

pre-loaded 200-round

plastic magazines.

The gunner’s basic

load is 600 rounds of

linked ammunition.

The SAW was

developed through an

Max effective

range:

Length:

Weight:

Ammunition

Capacity:

SPECIFICATIONS

350 meters

30 meters

39.63 inches

11.79 pounds

Not

Applicable

initially Army-led research

and development effort to

restore sustained and

accurate automatic

weapons fire to the fire

team and squad.

They were issued as

a one-for-one replacement

for the designated

“automatic rifle” (M-

16A1) in the Fire Team.

1000 meters

40.87 inches

15.16 pounds

30 or 200

round maga-

zine
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SMAW
The Shoulder-

Launched, Multipurpose

Assault Weapon is an

83mm man-portable

weapon system consisting

of a launcher, a High

Explosive, Dual Purpose

rocket, a High Explosive

Anti-Armor rocket and a

spotting rifle cartridge.

The MK-153 Mod 0

launcher is based on the

Israeli B-300 and consists

of a fiberglass launch tube,

a 9mm spotting rifle, an

electromechanical firing

mechanism and open battle

sights.

The 9mm spotting

rounds are ballistically

matched to the rockets and

increase the gunner’s first

round hit probability.

The HEDP rocket is

effective against bunkers,

concrete walls and light

armor. The HEAA rocket is

used against current tanks.

The rockets are

loaded at the rear of the

launcher.

Length

Carried:

firing:

Weight

Carried:

Firing:

Max Effective

Range:

SPECIFICATIONS

The MK-19 40mm

machine gun, MOD 3, is an

air-cooled, disintegrating

metallic link-belt fed,

blowback operated, fully

automatic weapon and is

crew transportable with

MK-19 Grenade Launcher

SPECIFICATIONS

Length:

Weight:

Muzzle

Velocity:

Max. Effective

Range:

limited amounts of

ammunition.

It can fire a variety of

40mm grenades. The M-

430 HEDP 40mm grenade

will pierce armor up to 2

inches thick, and will

29.9 inches

54 inches

16.6 pounds

30.5 pounds

500 meters

produce fragments to kill

personnel within 5 meters

and wound personnel

within 15 meters of the

point of impact.

 The MK-19 also

mounts in the up-gunned

weapons station of the

assault amphibian vehicle

and vehicle ring mounts.

43.1 inches

137.5 pounds

790 feet/sec.

1600 meters
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The Browning M-2

.50 Caliber Machine Gun,

Heavy barrel, is a recoil

operated, automatic,  air-

cooled machine gun with

adjustable head space and

is crew transportable with

limited amounts of

ammunition over short

distances.

By repositioning

some of the component

parts, ammunition may be

fed from either the left or

right side. A disintegrating

metallic link-belt is used to

feed the ammunition.

It may be mounted

on ground mounts and

M-2 .50 Caliber Machine Gun
most vehicles as an

antipersonnel and antiair-

craft weapon.

The gun is equipped

with leaf-type rear sight,

flash suppressor and a

spare barrel assembly.

Associated compo-

nents are the M-63

antiaircraft mount and the

M-3 tripod mount.
SPECIFICATIONS

Max Effective

Range:   2000 meters

Length:   61.42 inches

Weight of

Gun:   84  pounds

Tripod:   44 pounds

Max. Rate

of Fire:   550 rounds/

         minute

M-240G Medium Machinegun
The M-240G Medium

Machine Gun is the

ground version of the

original M-240/M-240E1,

7.62mm medium class

weapon designed as a

coaxial/pintle mounted

machine gun for tanks and

light armored vehicles.

The M-240G is

modified for ground use

by the installation of an

“infantry modification kit,”

comprised of a flash

suppressor, front sight,

carrying handle for the

barrel, a buttstock,

infantry length pistol grip,

bipod and rear sight

assembly.

While possessing

many of the same basic

characteristics as the M-

60 series medium class

machine guns, the

durability of the M-240

system results in superior

reliability and maintain-

ability when compared to

the old M-60 machinegun.

Length:          47.5 inches

Weight:          24.2 pounds

Max Effective

Range:          1770 meters

Max Rate

of Fire:             650-950

                        rounds/min

SPECIFICATIONS
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The Stinger is a man-

portable, shoulder-fired

guided missile system

which enables the Marine

to effectively engage low-

altitude jet, propeller-

driven and helicopter

aircraft.

Developed by the

United States Army

Missile Command, the

Stinger was the successor

STINGER Missile System

to the Redeye Weapon

System. The system is a

“fire-and-forget” weapon

employing a passive

infrared seeker and propor-

tional navigation system.

Stinger also is

designed with an all-aspect

engagement capability and

IFF (Identification-Friend-

or-Foe), improved range

and maneuverability, and

significant

countermea-

sures

immunity.

The

missile,

packaged

within its

disposable

launch tube,

SPECIFICATIONS

Length:          5 feet

Width:          5.5 in.

Weight Fully

Armed:          34.5 lbs.

Range:          1-8 km

Crew:           2

 Rate of Fire:  every 3-7

           sec.

is delivered as a certified

round, requiring no field

testing or direct support

maintenance. A reusable

grip stock is attached to

the round prior to use and

may be used again.

SPECIFICATIONS

Effective

Range:

Time of

Flight:

Length:

Weight:

Diameter:

65-1000 m

11.2 Sec to

100 m

50.40 inches

30.9 pounds

5.87 inches

The Javelin is a man-

portable, shoulder-fired,

fire and forget weapon.

It implements an

imaging infrared guidance

system for pinpoint

accuracy in all weather and

light conditions.  The

Javelin Missile System

18

extended range, up to

3,000 meters, enables

infantry units to strike

from farther away, lessen-

ing the chance of being

attacked.

The Javelin, fires a

four-foot missile and

nearly triples the range of

the Dragon.

The Javelin

also has a

minimal heat

signature,

making it

difficult to

locate its firing

position.  The

Javelin can be

fired from enclosed areas

and reloaded quickly.

Once locked onto a

target, the missile is fired

from a disposable launch

tube. The combined

weight of the tube and

guidance system is less

than 50 pounds.



The basic Tube

Launched, Optically

Tracked, Wire Guided

Missile System was fielded

in 1970. This system is

designed to attack and

defeat tanks and other

armored vehicles. It is

TOW Missile System
primarily used in antitank

warfare, and is a command

to line of sight, wire-

guided weapon.

The system will

operate in all weather

conditions and on the

“dirty” battlefield. The

TOW 2 launcher is the

most recent launcher

upgrade. It is compatible

SPECIFICATIONS

Max. Effective

Range:

Time of Flight

to MER:

Length:

Weight:

Diameter:

with all TOW missiles. The

TOW 2 Weapon System is

composed of a reusable

launcher, a missile guid-

ance set, and sight system.

The system can be tripod

mounted. However

because it is heavy, it is

generally employed from a

HMMWV or LAV-AT.

3,750 meters

20 seconds

50.40 inches

204.6 pounds

5.87 inches
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M-224 60mm Mortar

The M-224 60mm

Lightweight Mortar is a

smooth bore, muzzle

loading, high-angle-of-fire

weapon.

The cannon assem-

bly is composed of the

barrel, combination base

cap, and firing mechanism.

It has a spring-type shock

absorber to absorb the

recoil.

The mount consists

of a bipod and

a base plate

which is

provided with

elevating and

traversing

mechanisms to

elevate/

traverse the

mortar. The M-

64 sight unit is

attached to the

bipod mount

via a standard

dovetail.

An

additional

short range

SPECIFICATIONS

Max. Effective

Range:

Length:

Weight:

Max Rate

of Fire:

3,590 meters

40 inches

46.5 pounds

30 rounds/

minute

sight attaches to the base

of the tube for firing the

mortar on the move and

during assaults.



M-198 155mm Howitzer
The M-198 Medium

Towed Howitzer is a

155mm field artillery

howitzer.  It is con-

structed of aluminum and

steel, and is air trans-

portable by CH-53E

helicopter, and C-130 or

larger fixed-wing aircraft.

The M-198 provides

increased range, and

improved reliability and

maintainability over the

former standard towed

155mm howitzer, the M-

114A2.

The use of rocket-

assisted projectiles

significantly extends the

range, lethality, and

counter-battery fires of

the direct support

artillery battalions.

The M-198 fires all

current and developmen-

tal 155mm ammunition

and can fire from the

direct or indirect posi-

tion.

Max. Effective

Range:

Length:

Weight:

SPECIFICATIONS

13.92 miles

or 22.5 km

36 feet

15,758 pounds

The M-252 81mm

Medium Extended Range

Mortar is a crew-served,

medium weight mortar

which is highly accurate

and provides for a greater

tapered lead-in which acts

as a blast attenuator

device. The breech end is

finned for better cooling.

This mortar also uses

the standard M-64 mortar

sight of the 60mm mortar,

M-224.

range (4,500 meters to

5,650 meters) and lethality

than the previous 81mm

mortar.

This mortar replaced

the previous Marine Corps

81mm mortar in 1986.

The M-252 is an

adaptation of the

standard British 81mm

mortar developed in

the 1970s. It is mostly

commonly found in the

mortar platoon of an

infantry battalion.

The cannon has a

crew-removable breech

plug and firing pin. The

muzzle end has a short

SPECIFICATIONS

M-252 81mm Mortar

Length:           56 inches

Total Weight:  89 pounds

Max. Effective

Range:         5700 meters

Max. Rate

of Fire:          33 rounds/

              minute
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The M-1A1 is an

improved version of the M-1

Main Battle Tank (MBT).

This tank significantly

increases the capabilities of

Fleet Marine Forces across

the full spectrum of conflict in

the near and midterm.

Engagement ranges

approaching 4,000 meters

were successfully demon-

strated during Operation

Desert Storm. The M-1A1

Tank, in addition to the

improved armor, 120mm

smoothbore gun and the

NBC overpressure system,

has a Deep Water Fording Kit

(DWFK), a Position Location

Reporting Systems (PLRS),

enhanced ship tie downs,

Digital Electronic Control Unit

(DECU) (which allows

significant fuel savings) and

Battlefield Override.

The M-1A1 MBT can

also conduct operations

ashore. It is compatible with

all U.S. Navy amphibious

ships and craft and Maritime

Prepositioning Ships.

M-1A1 Main Battle Tank

SPECIFICATIONS

Length:

Width:

Height:

Weight:

Caliber:

Max Speed:

32 feet

12 feet

9.5 feet

67.7 tons

120mm

42 mph
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Light Armored Vehicle
The LAV-25 is an all-

terrain, all-weather vehicle

with night capabilities. It is

air transportable via C-130,

C-141, C-5 and CH-53E.

Its primary function

is to reach and engage the

threat for effective use of

firepower to defeat soft

and armored targets on the

battlefield.

When combat

loaded, there are 210 ready

rounds and 420 stowed

rounds of 25 mm ammuni-

tion as well as 400 ready

rounds and 1,200 stowed

rounds of 7.62mm. There

are 8 ready rounds and 8

stowed rounds of smoke

grenades. A M-240G

7.62mm machine gun can

be mounted at the

commander’s station in the

turret.

The LAV-25 is fully

amphibious with a

maximum of three minutes

preparation

SPECIFICATIONS

Length:

Weight:

Speed:

Crew:

Scouts:

21 feet

24,100 pounds

62 mph

3

4



The 5-ton truck

provides the primary

tactical, medium transport

for the Marine Corps and

is used by all elements of

the Marine Air Ground

Task Force for combat

support and combat

service support.

Marine Corps 5-

ton trucks provide

transpor-

tation,

hauling

and

towing of

just about

everything

in the

equipment

inventory.

They are

5-Ton Truck

SPECIFICATIONS

Length:

Payload:

Weight:

Max. Speed:

Crew:

used to transport troops,

supplies, ammunition,

materials, etc. Additionally,

these trucks tow many

types of trailers, artillery

pieces and vans.

The 5-ton is available

in cargo, dump, tractor and

wrecker configurations.

25.6 feet

21,600

pounds

10,000

pounds

62 mph

2

.

AAV-7A1 Assault Amphibian Vehicle
The Marine Corps

AAV-7A1 family of

vehicles carries the surface

assault infantry elements

of the landing force and

their equipment from

amphibious ships to inland

objectives. Once ashore,

the AAV-7A1 family of

vehicles supports maneu-

ver warfare and performs

combat support and

combat service support

missions as appropriate.

There are three AAV-

7A1 variants:

AAVP-7A1 -- This is

the base-line version used

for armored-protected

mobility to the Ground

Combat Element.

AAVC-7A1 -- This

vehicle is used as a mobile

command post for infantry

battalion commanders

during and operations

ashore.

AAVR-7A1 -- This

version provides recovery

and field maintenance

support for the AAV family

during operations ashore.

SPECIFICATIONS

Weight:

Load Capacity:

Max. Speed

Land:

Water:

46,314 pounds

21 troops

45 mph

8.2 mph
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The M-998 is the

base-line vehicle for the

M-998 series of 1 1/4-ton

trucks, which are known as

High Mobility Multipur-

pose Wheeled Vehicles.

The HMMWVs

include 11 variants. They

are: Cargo/Troop Carrier;

Cargo/Troop Carrier, with

winch; Armament Carrier;

Armament Carrier, with

winch; TOW Carrier; TOW

Carrier, with winch;

Ambulance, basic armor 4-

Litter; Ambulance, 2-Litter;

Shelter Carrier; Shelter

Carrier, with winch; Heavy

HMMWV (payload of

4,400 pounds).

The HMMWV’s

high power-to-weight

ratio, four-wheeled drive

and high ground clearance

combine to give it

outstanding cross-

country mobility.

M-998 HMMWV

SPECIFICATIONS

Length:

Width:

Height:

Weight:

15 feet

7.08 feet

6 feet

5,200 pounds
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The Marine Corps

fielded the heavy tactical

vehicle system during the

mid 1980s.

The Logistical Vehicle

System (LVS) is a modular

system

consisting of a

MK-48 front

power unit and

four inter-

changeable rear

body units

(RBU).

The front

power unit and

rear body units

are joined by a

hydraulically

powered

articulated

joint.

The completed units

are 8x8 systems with two

front steering axles.

The LVS has an off-

road payload of 12.5 tons

and an on-road payload of

22.5 tons.

SPECIFICATIONS

Length:

Height:

Width:

Max.

Speed:

MK-48 Logistical Vehicle System

19.88 feet

8.5 feet

8 feet

62 mph



The UH-1N is a twin-

piloted, twin-engine

helicopter.

It provides utility

combat helicopter support

to the landing force

commander during ship-to-

shore movement and in

subsequent operations

ashore.

The aircraft can be

outfitted to support

operations such as

command and control with

a specialized communica-

tion package (ASC-26),

supporting arms coordina-

tion, assault support,

medical evacuation for up

to six litter patients and

one medical attendant,

It can also support

external cargo, search and

rescue using a rescue

hoist, reconnaissance and

reconnaissance support,

and special operations

using a new navigational

thermal imaging system

mission kit.

SPECIFICATIONS

UH-1N Huey

Length:

Height:

Rotor

Diameter:

Speed:

Crew

    Officer:

    Enlisted:

The AH-1W Super

Cobra is a day/night

marginal weather Marine

Corps attack helicopter

that provides en route

escort for our assault

helicopters and their

embarked forces.

The Super Cobra

helicopter is a two-place,

tandem-seat, twin-engine

helicopter capable of land-

or sea-based operations.

It provides fire

support and  coordination

to the landing force during

amphibious assaults and

subsequent operations

ashore.

The AH-1W is

operated in eight compos-

ite Marine Light Attack

Helicopter (HMLA)

squadrons composed 36

helicopters: 18 AH-1 and 9

UH-1.

It is currently being

outfitted with a Night

Targeting System with

Forward

Looking

Infrared Radar

to provide

laser range-

finding/

designating

and camera

capabilities.

SPECIFICATIONS

AH-1W Super Cobra

Length:

Height:

Rotor

Diameter:

Speed:

Crew:

58 feet

13.7 feet

48 feet

147 knots

2

57.3 feet

14.9 feet

48 feet

121 knots

2

2
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The primary mission

of the CH-46E Sea Knight

helicopter in a Marine

Medium Helicopter

squadron is to provide all-

weather, day/night, night

vision goggle transport of

assault troops.

The movement of

supplies and equipment is

a secondary mission.

Additional tasks

include: combat and

assault support for

evacuation operations and

other maritime special

operations; over-water

search and rescue augmen-

tation; support for mobile

forward refueling and

rearming points;  and

aeromedical evacuation of

casualties from the field to

suitable medical facilities.

SPECIFICATIONS

CH-46E Sea Knight

Length:

Height:

Speed:

Crew:

Personel:

Cargo:

CH-53E Super Stallion

SPECIFICATIONS
As the Marine Corps’

heavy lift helicopter

designed for the transpor-

tation of material and

supplies, the CH-53E is

compatible with most

amphibious class ships

and is carried routinely

aboard LHA , LPH and

LHD type ships.

The helicopter is

capable of lifting 16 tons at

sea level, transporting the

load 50 nautical miles and

returning. A typical load

would be a 16,000 pound

M-198 howitzer or a 26,000

pound Light Armored

Vehicle.

The aircraft also can

retrieve downed aircraft

such as another CH-53E.

It can carry external

loads at increased air-

speeds due to the stability

achieved with the dual

point system.

The  CH-53E is

equipped with a refueling

probe and can be refueled

in flight giving the helicop-

ter indefinite range.

Length:

Height:

Rotor

Diameter:

Speed:

Crew:

Personnel:

84 feet

17 feet

145 knots

5

12

4,000 pounds

99 feet

28 feet

79 feet

150 knots

3

21
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The AV-8B V/STOL strike

aircraft was designed to

replace the AV-8A and the

A-4M light attack aircraft.

The Marine Corps

requirement for a V/STOL

light attack force has

AV-8B Harrier II

been well documented

since the late 1950’s.

Combining tactical

mobility, responsiveness,

reduced operating cost

and basing flexibility,

both afloat and ashore, V/

SPECIFICATIONS

Length:

Wing span:

Speed:

Crew:

46.3 feet

30.3 feet

subsonic to

 transonic

1

KC-130 Hercules

STOL aircraft are particu-

larly well-suited to the

special combat and

expeditionary require-

ments of the Marine

Corps. The AV-8BII+

features the APG-65

Radar common to the F/

A-18, as well as all

previous systems and

features common to the

AV-8BII.

The KC-130 is a multi-

role, multi-mission

tactical tanker/transport

which provides the

support required by

Marine Air Ground Task

Forces. This versatile

asset provides in-flight

refueling to both tactical

aircraft and helicopters

as well as rapid ground

refueling when required.

Additional tasks

performed are aerial

delivery of troops and

cargo, emergency

resupply into unim-

proved landing zones

within the objective or

battle area, airborne

Direct Air Support

Center, emergency

medevac, tactical

insertion of combat

troops and equipment,

evacuation missions,

and support as required

of special operations

capable Marine Air

Ground Task Forces.

Length:

Wing span:

Speed:

Crew:

Max Flt Wt:

SPECIFICATIONS

98 feet

132 feet

315 knots

6

175.000 lbs
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AMPHIBIOUS SQUADRON FIVE

History

Amphibious Squadron FIVE was established in September 1954 and home ported in San

Diego, California since inception.  Throughout its history, the squadron has participated in

numerous, wide ranging expeditionary warfare operations around the world, in war and peace. In its

early years, the squadron participated in operations involving high altitude nuclear tests and

operational tests of tactical nuclear anti-submarine warfare (ASW) weapons; typhoon relief in Hong

Kong and the Philippines in 1962; joint Army-Navy landing exercises at Camp Pendleton in 1963;

and in combined naval exercises in Formosa in 1964 involving 50,000 U.S. and Republic of China

troops and over 125 ships from both nations.

Amphibious Squadron FIVE played an active role in the Vietnam conflict. Its role began

as part of the U.S. contingency force formed in response to the Tonkin Gulf Incident in 1964. In

1965, PHIBRON FIVE assisted in the lift of the Republic of Korea Capital Division from Pusan,

Korea to Qui Nhon, South Vietnam, the first time Korean troops had ever been sent to a foreign

shore. Later, the squadron participated in numerous amphibious assault landings of U.S. Marines and

Republic of Vietnam troops in areas known to be inhabited by Viet Cong.  The staff was awarded the

Meritorious Unit Commendation in 1966 for its participation in several amphibious search and

destroy mission. In 1969, an operation to open the Song Cua River to commercial traffic garnered

an award of the Navy Unit Commendation. PHIBRON FIVE’s Vietnam service ended with its

participation in Operation FREQUENT WINE-1975, the final withdrawal of U.S. allied, and South

Vietnamese personnel from Saigon prior to its fall to North Vietnam.

Between 1975 and 1989, the squadron participated in several TEAM SPIRIT exercises

with the Republic of Korea, KANGAROO and VALIANT USHER exercises in Australia, and a multi-

national exercise with Pacific Rim natives, RIMPAC-1988.

During Operations DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM, PHIBRON FIVE and the

THIRTEENTH MEU (SOC) recovered the first Kuwaiti territory of the war by reclaiming Maradim

Island.  The ARG/MEU, staged a helicopter assault deception operation off the Kuwaiti coast in

support of the ground forces.  In addition they were employed transporting over 1400 enemy

prisoner of war (EPW) from Iraqi-held Faylaka Island to Al Mishab, Saudi Arabia.  Since the Gulf

War the staff has made a number of deployments to the Arabian Gulf, conducting numerous multi-

national exercises with allies in the region in order to develop closer ties with the nations, increase

military training levels and demonstrate U.S. commitment to the stability of the region.

In 1993, Amphibious Squadron FIVE was deployed to the troubled nation of Somalia.

While on station she provided humanitarian assistance during Operation SHOW CARE and MORE

CARE and supported the joint forces ashore. Her performance earned the squadron another

Meritorious Unit Commendation. In 1995, the squadron was recalled with 13th MEU(SOC) to

Somalia for Operation UNITED SHIELD, the casualty-free withdrawal of UN forces from

Mogadishu, Somalia.  The unit was awarded the Joint Meritorious Unit Award for the operation.  In

1995, PHIBRON FIVE participated in Cooperation-From-The-Sea, the first amphibious operation

conducted with the Russian Navy on U.S. soil, exercising disaster relief missions.

In September 2000, Amphibious Squadron FIVE conducted the first full ARG/MEU

Humanitarian Assistance operation in East Timor. The operation, which included 16 simultaneous

missions, delivered over 625 tons of food, building material and Project Handclasp material. In

addition, nearly 1000 patients were seen for medical/dental care.  In the wake of the terrorist attack

on USS Cole, Amphibious Squadron Five became the core of  Joint Task Force Operation DETER-

MINED RESPONSE.  In conjunction with the 13th MEU the Task Force provided force protection

afloat and ashore, coordinated recovery operations, provided communications and logistics support

for the Cole and supported the FBI investigation ashore.  Upon completion of the operations the

Amphibious Squadron participated in two theatre exercises, Iron Magic and Kuwaiti MEUEX 00’,

and delivered five US Coast Guard motor life boats to the Republic of Seychelles as part of

Operation ABLE COURIER.
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Commodore

COMPHIBRON 5

Captain Alan M. Haefner is a native of Wilmington, Delaware

and a citizen of Las Vegas, Nevada.  Upon graduation from the University

of New Haven in West Haven, Connecticut with a Bachelor of Science

Degree in Criminal Justice, he attended the Navy’s Officer Candidate

School in Newport, Rhode Island and received his commission in 1974.

After attaining his Surface Warfare Qualification during his initial

assignment onboard USS TARAWA (LHA-1), he entered flight training

and was designated a Naval Aviator and Helicopter pilot in 1977.

Captain Haefner’s initial aviation assignment was with the

Golden Falcons of HS-2 where he made two deployments to the North Arabian Sea onboard

USS Ranger (CV-61) during the Iranian Hostage Crisis. In June 1982, Captain Haefner reported

to Commander, Naval Military Personnel Command where he served as the Special Placement

Officer for Graduate Education Programs.  Assigned to the Taskmasters of HS-10 in October

1984, he served as a flight instructor in the SH-3 Sea King helicopter and as the squadron

Training Officer.

In January 1986, Captain Haefner reported to the Charger of HS-14 and served as the

squadron’s Administrative, Operations and Maintenance Officer respectively. During this tour he

deployed twice onboard USS RANGER (CV-61) in support of SEVENTH Fleet surge opera-

tions off the coast of North Korea and to the North Arabian Sea for Earnest Will Operations.  In

July 1988, he assumed the duties as the Flag Secretary to Commander, Anti-Submarine Warfare

Wing, U.S. Pacific Fleet.

Captain Haefner reported to the Eightballers of HS-8 as the Executive Officer in

March 1990, and was on station onboard USS Independence (CV-62) at the start of Operation

Desert Shield.  Upon assuming command of HS-8 in June 1991, he led the squadron through the

unprecedented forwarded deployed CV-swapout of USS Midway (CV-41) and USS Indepen-

dence (CV-62), and then full transition from the SH-3H Sea King to the SH-60F Sea Hawk

helicopter and airwing integration.

In 1993, Captain Haefner graduated with honors from the Australian Joint Services

Staff College in Canberra, Australia, and returned to the United States to assume the duties as

Executive Officer of the aircraft carrier USS Constellation (CV-64).  In July 1995, he reported to

the Pentagon as the Chief of Naval Operation’s In-Service Aircraft Carrier Program Officer until

reporting for command of the USS Juneau (LPD-10) in November 1997 and in July 1999 he

conducted the first  ever forward deployed crew swap and Exchange of Command with the USS

Dubuque (LPD-8).

In September of 1999, Captain Haefner relinquished command and reported to the

Staff of the Commander, Naval Air Forces U.S. Pacific Fleet as the Assistant Chief of Staff,

Plans, Operations, Requirements, and Readiness. In February 2001, Captain Haefner assumed

command of COMPHIBRON FIVE.

Captain Haefner has accumulated more than 3,500 flight hours and over 2,500 aircraft

carrier and shipboard landing. He has made four rescues at sea of downed aviators and was the

first Navy Combat Search and Rescue pilot on station after the invasion of Kuwait. His

decorations include the Legion of Merit (2 Gold Stars), the Meritorious Service Medal (2 Gold

Stars, the Navy Commendation Medal with Gold Star, the Navy Achievement Medal, and

numerous other unit and service awards.
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USS BELLEAU WOOD incorporates the best design features and capabilities

of several amphibious assault ships currently in service: the Amphibious Assault Ship

(LPH), Amphibious Transport Dock (LPD), Amphibious Cargo Ship (LKA), and Dock

Landing Ship (LSD).

BELLEAU WOOD is the third ship of her class and is the third largest class ship

in the U.S. Navy. Two-marine boilers provide steam to the turbines which drive the twin

screw ship at speeds in excess of 20 knots. The ship possesses the capability to create

enough fresh water each day to supply the

needs of 6,000 people, and has one of the largest

hospitals afloat with 300 beds, four operating

rooms, and three dental operating stations.

The LHA’s full length flight deck can handle ten

helicopters simultaneously, as well as the AV-8

HARRIER jump-jet aircraft and OV-10 BRONCO

fixed-wing turboprop reconnaissance aircraft.

There is also a large well deck in the stem of the

ship for a number of amphibious assault craft,

both displacement hull and air cushion.

BELLEAU WOOD is designed to

operate independently or as a unit of a force, as a flagship or individual ship unit in both

air and/or surface assaults. BELLEAU WOOD and her sister ships are key elements of the

amphibious assault forces for the Navy.

BELLEAU WOOD is designed to maintain what the Marine Corps calls “tactical

integrity” - getting a balanced force to the same place at the same time. One LHA can carry

a complete Marine battalion, along with the supplies and equipment needed in an assault,

and land them ashore by either helicopter or amphibious craft. This two pronged capabil-

ity, with emphasis on airborne landing of troops and equipment, enables the Navy and

Marine Corps to fulfill their present-day mission. Whether the landing force is involved in

an armed conflict, acting as a deterrent force in an unfavorable political situation or

serving in a humanitarian mission, BELLEAU WOOD offers versatility.

BELLEAU WOOD has an extensive command, communication and control suite.

These electronic systems give the amphibious task force commander nearly unlimited

versatility in directing the assault mission. The heart of the LHA’s electronic system is a

tactical amphibious warfare computer which not only keeps track of the landing force’s

positions after leaving the ship, but tracks enemy targets ashore. With current information

on troop positions in relation to enemy targets, the tactical data system can also direct the

targeting of the guns and missiles from our ship and the support ships. Additionally, the

system maintains air and surface traffic control during the landing not only for her own

helicopters and assault craft, but for the combat air control and task force support ships as

well.
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USS MOUNT VERNON is 562 feet in length and has a beam of 84 feet at

the widest point. Fully loaded, the ship displaces 13,700 tons with a mean draft of 19

feet measured from the keel to the water line. The ship was designed to transport and

operate heavy landing craft from a large well deck. Wet-well evolutions are facilitated

through the use of a complex, electro-hydraulically controlled ballasting and de-

ballasting system. The ship’s habitability features provide for the berthing, messing

and cargo transport of approximately 330

fully equipped combat troops of a landing

force in addition to the ship’s crew of over

320 sailors.

Mission and function of the

command. The Amphibious Readiness

Group, which executes it’s tasks in support

of the Navy’s force projection mission which

is composed of LHA, LHD, LPD, LSD class

ships. MOUNT VERNON is one of three remaining Anchorage class LSDs and was

the first ship modified to support Landing Craft Air Cushion (LCAC) operations.

Today MOUNT VERNON remains an integral part of the amphibious landing force

with the capability to provide aviation support as well as deep well operations.

The mission is, “To embark, deploy, and land elements of a Marine Landing

Force in an assault by helicopter, landing craft, amphibious vehicles, and a combina-

tion of these methods.”

Since reporting for duty with the Pacific Fleet. MOUNT VERNON has

completed fifteen operational deployments with Seventh Fleet in the Far East. The

ship was deployed with the Middle East Force for Operations in the Persian Gulf

from October 10, 1987 to February 1988. In 1989 Mount Vernon also played an

integral part coordinating clean up efforts as Control ship in the greatly publicized

Exxon Valdez oil spill in Prince William Sound, Valdez, Alaska.

MOUNT VERNON most recently deployed in May of 2000 to South East

Asia in support of Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training (CARAT). CARAT is

a series of multinational, bilateral exercises conducted throughout South East Asia

annually. Countries participating in exercises were the Republic of the Philippines,

Indonesia, Singapore, Malaysia, and Thailand. During CARAT 2000, MOUNT

VERNON was assigned to SEVENTH Fleet, and embarked a full marine complement

and several support detachments.
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The crew of the USS DENVER consists of approximately 350

Sailors and 30 Officers. More than 19,000 repair parts are stored onboard to

permit all levels of maintenance while underway. The diesel and steam

generators can produce sufficient electricity to light all the homes in a

medium-sized city. The evaporators have the capacity to distill more than

60,000 gallons of water per

day.

DENVER has an

official US Post Office

where the crew can pur-

chase stamps and money

orders and mail letters and

packages anywhere in the

world. Air-conditioning

plants cools all electronic

spaces as well as living,

berthing, and dining areas.

The overall length of

DENVER is nearly twice

that of a football field.

DENVER’s storerooms and

refrigerators can hold enough food to feed the entire crew for a month. She

has a fully automatic laundry, which provides daily service, three barber-

shops, and a general store which sells more than $20,000 worth of clothing,

snacks, and other merchandise per month.

The crew’s galley is capable of serving 4,000 meals per day. The

medical facility is supplied with the latest medicines and antibiotics, and is

staffed by a doctor, a dentist, and experienced Hospital Corpsmen and

Dental Technicians. Onboard and off-duty activities include: use of the

AT&T Sailor Phones, unlimited use of email and Internet access, weight

rooms and workout spaces, a Learning Resource Center, regularly sched-

uled movies, and the occasional “steel beach” picnic on the flight deck.



Nov. 10, 1775, the Continental Congress passed a resolution stating that “two

battalions of Marines be raised” for service as landing forces with the fleet. This

established the Continental Marines and marked the birth of the United States

Marine Corps. Serving on land and at sea, early Marines distinguished themselves in

a number of important operations, including their first amphibious raid on foreign

soil in the Bahamas in March 1776, under the command of the Corps’ first comman-

dant, Capt. Samuel Nicholas. The 1783 Treaty of

Paris ended the Revolutionary War and as the

last of the Navy’s ships were sold, the Conti-

nental Navy and Marines disbanded.

Following the formal re-establishment of

the Marine Corps on July 11, 1798, Marines

fought in conflicts with France, landed in Santo

Domingo and conducted operations against the

Barbary pirates along the “Shores of Tripoli.”

Marines participated in numerous opera-

tions during the War of 1812, including the defense of Washington at Bladensburg,

Md. They also fought alongside Andrew Jackson in the defeat of the British at New

Orleans. Following the War of 1812, Marines protected American interests around

the world in areas like the Caribbean, the Falkland Islands, Sumatra and off the coast

of West Africa, and close to home in operations against the Seminole Indians in

Florida.

During the Mexican War, Marines seized enemy seaports on both the Gulf and

Pacific coasts. While landing parties of Marines and Sailors were seizing enemy

ports, a battalion of Marines joined General Winfield Scott’s army at Pueblo and

marched and fought all the way to the “Halls of

Montezuma,” Mexico City.

Although most Marine Corps service during

the Civil War was with the Navy, a battalion

fought at Bull Run, and other units saw action

with blockading squadrons at Cape Hatteras, New

Orleans, Charleston and Fort Fisher. During the

last third of the 19th century, Marines made

numerous landings around the world, especially

in the orient and the Caribbean.

Following the Spanish-American War in 1898, Marines fought during the

Philippine Insurrection, the Boxer Rebellion in China, in Nicaragua, Panama, The

Dominican Republic, Cuba, Mexico and Haiti.

In World War I, Marines distinguished themselves on the battlefields of France, as

the 4th Marine Brigade earned the title of “Devil Dogs” for actions at Belleau Wood,

History
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Soissons, St. Michiel, Blanc Mont and the final Muesse-Argonne offensive.

Marine aviation, which began in 1912, was used for the first time in a close-air

support role during WWI. More than 309,000 Marines served in France and more

than a third were killed or wounded in six months of intense fighting.

During the two decades before World War II, the Marine Corps began to more

completely develop its doctrine and organization for amphibious warfare. The

success of this effort was proven at Guadalcanal, Bougainville, Tarawa, New Britain,

Kwajalein, Eniwetok, Saipan, Guam, Tinian, Peleliu, Iwo Jima and Okinawa. By the

war’s end in 1945, the Corps had grown to include six

divisions, five air wings and supporting troops, about

485,000 Marines. Nearly 87,000 Marines were killed or

wounded during WWII and 82 earned the Medal of

Honor.

While Marine units were taking part in the post-

war occupation of Japan and North China, studies at

Quantico, Va., concentrated on attaining a “vertical

envelopment” capability for the Corps through the use

of helicopters. Landing at Inchon, Korea, in September

1950, Marines proved that the doctrine of amphibious

assault was still viable and necessary. After the

recapture of Seoul, the Marines advanced to the Chosin

Reservoir only to see the Chinese Communists enter the war. In March, 1955, after

five years of hard fighting, the last Marine ground forces were withdrawn. More than

25,000 Marines had been killed or wounded during the Korean War.

In July 1958, a brigade-size force landed in Lebanon to restore order. During the

Cuban Missile Crisis in October 1962, a large amphibious force was assembled, but

not landed. In April 1965, a brigade of Marines landed in the Dominican Republic to

protect Americans and evacuate those who wished to leave.

The landing of the 9th Marine Expeditionary Brigade at Da Nang in 1965 marked

the beginning of a large-scale Marine involvement in Vietnam. By the summer of

1968, after the enemy’s Tet Offensive, Marine Corps strength in Vietnam rose to

about 85,000. The Marine withdrawal

began in 1969 as the South Vietnamese

began to assume a larger role in the

fighting. The last ground forces left

Vietnam by June 1971. The Vietnam War,

the longest in the history of the Marine

Corps, exacted a high cost, with more than

13,000 Marines killed and 88,000 wounded.

In July 1974, Marines evacuated U.S.

citizens and foreign nationals during the

unrest in Cyprus.

During the mid-1970s, the Marine Corps assumed an increasingly significant

role in defending NATO’s northern flank as amphibious units of the 2nd Marine

Division participated in exercises throughout northern Europe. The Corps also

played a key role in the development of the Rapid Deployment Force, a multi-service
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organization created to ensure a flexible, timely military response around the world.

The Maritime Prepositioned Ships (MPS) concept was developed to enhance this

capability and reduce response time. MPS ships carry combat support equipment

and are pre-staged near designated areas of operation.

An increasing number of terrorist attacks on U.S. embassies around the world

took place in the 1980s. In August 1982, Marines landed at Beirut, Lebanon, as part

of a multinational peacekeeping force. For the next 19 months these units faced the

hazards of their mission with courage and professionalism. In October 1983, Marines

took part in the highly successful, short-notice intervention in Grenada.

In December 1989, Marines responded to instability in Central America during

Operation Just Cause in Panama to protect American lives and restore democracy.

The Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in August 1990 led to the largest movement of

Marine forces since World War II. Between August 1990 and January 1991, 24

infantry battalions, 40 squadrons (more than 92,000 Marines) deployed to the

Persian Gulf as part of Operation Desert Shield. The air campaign of Operation

Desert Storm began Jan. 16, 1991, followed by the main overland attack Feb. 24 when

the 1st and 2nd Marine Divisions breached the Iraqi defense lines and stormed into

occupied Kuwait. Meanwhile, the threat from the sea in the form of Marine Expedi-

tionary Brigades held 50,000 Iraqis in check

along the Kuwait coast. By the morning of

Feb. 28, 100 hours after the ground war

began, the Iraqi army was no longer a threat.

In December 1992, Marines landed in

Somalia marking the beginning of a two-year

humanitarian relief operation there. In another

part of the world, land-and carrier-based

Marine Corps fighter-attack squadrons and

electronic warfare aircraft supported Opera-

tion Deny Flight in the no-fly zone over Bosnia-Herzegovina. During April 1994,

Marines once again demonstrated their ability to protect American citizens in remote

parts of the world when a Marine task force evacuated 142 U.S. citizens from Rwanda

in response to civil unrest in that country.

Closer to home, Marines went ashore in September 1994 at Cape Haitian, Haiti,

as part of the U.S. force participating in the restoration of democracy in that country.

At the same time, Marines were actively engaged in providing assistance to

America’s counter-drug effort, battling wildfires in the western United States, and

aiding in flood and hurricane relief operations.

Today’s Marine Corps stands ready to continue in the proud tradition of those

who so valiantly fought and died at Belleau Wood, Iwo Jima, Chosin Reservoir and

Khe Sanh. As stated by the Corps’ 31st commandant, General Charles C. Krulak:

“Our warfighting legacy is one of duty, strength, sacrifice, discipline, and

determination. These themes are cornerstones of the individual Marine and of our

Corps. Indeed, they are woven into the very fabric of our battle color. However, while

we reflect on our past, let us also rededicate ourselves to a future of improvement.

For as good as we are now, we must be better tomorrow. The challenges of today are

the opportunities of the 21st century. Both will demand much of us all.”
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